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Meeting Agenda 

• Our accomplishments over the last year 

• Students! 

• Establishing a presence 

• Moving toward interdisciplinarity 

• Established a new class 

• Challenges 

• Interdisciplinary research 

• Goals for next year 
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MIE 
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MIE 



Fall 2012 Fellows and Associates 

• Kate McClellan (ECO) 

• Greene, Takarra (CEE) 

• LaCava, William (MIE) 

 

Pamela Loring, ECO 
Blake Massey, ECO 

Wystan 

Carswell, CEE 

Robert Darrow, Poli 

Sci /Econ 

Jennifer Smetzler, ECO 

Carson Pete, 

MIE 



Establishing a 

presence 

 

 

• Seminar Series 

• 9 speakers 

• Average attendance:  

• 25 

 



Upcoming Research Topics in Wind Power Integration  

Thursday, March 29, 2012 - 12:30pm 

Speaker:  

Bill Henson, ISO New England 

  

Abstract:  Wind power technology is advancing rapidly: the materials, design methods, and fabrication 

technologies used to manufacture machines and components of wind plants as well as the whole plants 

themselves; the operational strategies used to optimize energy capture, maintenance strategies, and 

power system support capabilities;  and the overall facilitating technologies involved in better siting and 

integration of wind power into the operation of the power system.  Read more » 

Commercial Wind Energy Development in the Northeast United States  

Thursday, March 15, 2012 - 12:30pm 

Speaker:  

Keith Hastie, US Fish and Wildlife Service 

  

Abstract:  Commercial wind energy development is expanding rapidly in the United States, and while the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service generally supports the development of clean and renewable energy 

technologies, wind energy facilities do have the potential to adversely affect wildlife and their 

supporting habitats.  This session will provide an overview of the Service’s regulatory authorities, discuss 

some of the wildlife issues specific to the northeast, and present some potential strategies for assessing 

and mitigating the risks of this emerging technology to federal “trust resources”. Read more » 

 

Interdisciplinarity 

Grand Interdsciplinary Challenges 

in Offshore Wind energy  

 

Bonnie Ram 

Retreat 

Interdisciplinary Conferences 

Fellows Lunches 

Seminar Series 



Studio Class 
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Challenge: Interdisciplinary Research 

 



Interdisciplinary Research – what we don’t want 

 



Interdisciplinary Research: Bloom’s 

Taxonomy 

 



Interdisciplinary Research: Bloom’s 

Taxonomy 

 

Bringing ideas together to create 

something new 

“the ability to judge the value of 

material for a given purpose” 
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Goals 

Define a concrete goal to galvanize interdisciplinary 

research.  

 

Retreat 

Poster contest 

Continue and strengthen seminar series 

New courses 

Ethics course 

Environmental course 

 International field trip 

 

• Others? 



Concrete shared goal 

• Example “chase a tornado down the street” 

• Original goal was to work with Hull. 

• Some suggestions: 

• Identify top n sites in New England (name a MW or a number of 

sites) 

• Evaluate three specific sites (Georges Bank, Georges (something), 

something nearer to shore) 

• Partner with someone to get some turbines in the water 

• Pick a case study site 

• Block Island 

 

• Encourage interdisciplinary white papers? 



Summary 

• We have achieved a lot in 

our first 7.5 months! 

• The major challenge in this 

project is getting people to 

work together across 

disciplines to create new 

knowledge 

• We have some concrete 

goals for next year. 


